Wendy Smith

January 11, 1950 - March 10, 2024

Wendy Anne Smith of Joelton, TN passed away peacefully at home
surrounded by family and friends on March 10, 2024. Wendy leaves behind a
legacy of tenacity in her work, a passion for nature, and a void for her family
and friends. She was preceded in death by her daughter, Lindsey Smith-
Trostle, her sister, Darleen Tidwell, and her parents, Joe and Eileen Smith.
Wendy is survived by her husband of 44 years, Greg Trostle, her nieces
Michelle Tidwell, LeShane Tidwell, and Jessi Compton and nephew Michael
Tidwell along with a vast extended family, devoted friends and admirers and
her beloved dog, Cordelia, and cats Sweetie Kitty and FooFoo.

Wendy entered this world on January 11, 1950 in Detroit, Michigan. Even
before graduating from high school, her determined spirit shone as she
advocated for women’s rights to wear pants in school. This bold defiance
against authority became a hallmark of her character, echoing throughout her
impactful career in conservation, reproductive health and equal rights for
women. She actively protested the Vietham War, though supported the troops,
earning herself a modest FBI file of which she was very proud.

After graduating from the University of Michigan’s School of Environment and
Natural Resources, Wendy found her way to East Tennessee where she
crossed paths with her future husband, Greg. Together, they welcomed their
beloved daughter, Lindsey, into the world. Wendy worked for organizations



such as the Great Smoky Mountains Institute at Tremont, Planned
Parenthood, and later in Nashville, the Tennessee Department of Environment
and Conservation. Transitioning to the private sector, Wendy found a deep
friendship and creative outlet in video production but once again returned to
her passion of conservation, co-directing the Cumberland River Compact and
leading the World Wildlife Fund’s Southeast Rivers and Streams Program.
She rejoined the Cumberland River Compact and later served as a consultant
for the Global Sanctuary for Elephants before retiring due, in part, to renal
cancer.

Wendy’s passions included reading, writing, drawing, quilting, and traveling
(especially her annual beach trips with her girlfriends) and listening to her
husband, Greg, play pedal steel guitar. She loved plants, especially trees, and
could see stories in the clouds.

In lieu of flowers, her husband kindly asks that donations be made to Planned
Parenthood or a local conservation organization and that you learn to
recognize at least five plants or birds in Wendy’s honor.

AUSTIN & BELL FUNERAL HOME in Pleasant View is in charge of these
arrangements. 6316 Highway 41A, Pleasant View, Tennessee 37146 (615)
746-4433 www.austinandbell.com



Tribute Wall

I only learned of Wendy's passing today. It ]
was sad news but | will always remember her

kindness to me and her passion for the |
conservation of Southeastern rivers. May she “
be forever wading and floating the
freshwaters of heaven.

Roberta Hylton - January 11, 2025 at 09:35 AM
Paul Kelcourse planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Wendy Smith.

Paul Kelcourse - April 03, 2024 at 01:48 PM
Wendy was the most important person in my life from the late 1960s
to her death we shared weekly emails and phone calls any positive
political thoughts | had were bounced off Wendy as my health is
failing | look forward to a lively discussion with her soon

Michael - April 03, 2024 at 01:16 PM
I've always admired Wendy for all the things she has accomplished.
The life she was able to experience , this world , as well as myself
was very fortunate to have had her in it.She will truly be

missed.Love you Wendy will miss you

Leshane - March 12, 2024 at 04:04 PM



My Aunt Wendy was always there for me and helped me learn about
my Moms life. | have had so many memories from an early childhood
till now I will miss her, her strength to help anyone at any time her love
for her family her love for nature. | know she will be with family and will
always look out after us. Love you and miss you already and
always.xoxoxo

Michelle - March 13, 2024 at 12:05 PM



