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“You win in life with people.” 
 

This is one simple statement that Patricia Sue Head Summitt embodied, lived
by and passed on to so many throughout her 64 years of life. She ‘won’ every
day of her life because of the relationships she developed, nurtured and
cherished. Relationships with her family and friends. Relationships with
players, coaches, and fans. And most importantly, a strong relationship with
her Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

On Tuesday, June 28 2016, Pat passed away peacefully, following a
courageous battle with early onset dementia, “Alzheimer’s Type.” This disease
attacked a lifetime of precious memories, memories that she has now won
back as she rests in her eternal home. Memories that will live on in each and
every relationship she developed throughout her life. 

Born to the late-Richard and Hazel Albright Head on June 14, 1952, in
Clarksville, Tenn., Pat was the fourth of five children. Her tireless work ethic
was developed early in life as she handled a variety of daily chores on her
family’s farm, while never missing a day of school. She worked hard to keep



up with her three older brothers, who taught her the game of basketball – a
game that would later become a passion and profession for her. 

 

After graduating from Cheatham County High in Ashland City in 1970, she
went on to the University of Tennessee-Martin, earning a bachelor's degree in
physical education in 1974 and leading the women’s basketball team to two
national championship tournaments. Her ability to be a leader on the
basketball court was evident, and shortly after graduating, she accepted a
position at the University of Tennessee-Knoxville as the head coach of the
women’s basketball team – as a 22-year old. 

 

For the next 38 years, the farm girl from Henrietta, Tenn. would impact the
game of women’s basketball like no one in the history of the sport. She guided
the Lady Vols to eight NCAA championships, 32 combined Southeastern
Conference titles and became the winningest NCAA D-1 basketball coach of
all time on March 22, 2005. She was named the NCAA Coach of the Year
seven times and the Naismith Coach of the Century in 2000. 

Pat also excelled internationally, as both a coach and player. As a player, she
was a co-captain of the 1976 U.S. women’s team, earning the silver medal
during the Olympic Games held in Montreal. She then went on to coach the
U.S. Junior National and U.S. National teams to multiple championships and
medals, culminating with a magical run as head coach of the 1984 U.S.
Women’s Olympic team, leading them to the gold medal during the XXIII
Olympiad in Los Angeles. 

Of all the records, awards, and stats, Pat would point to one number as the
most significant in her career – 161. This is the number of Lady Vols who
contributed to the 1,098 wins over the span of her illustrious career. To these
161 student-athletes she was more than a coach – she was a friend, mentor
and a loving mother. 



Motherhood suited Pat, and on September 21, 1990, she and R.B. Summitt II
had their first and only child, Ross “Tyler” Summitt. The relationship between a
mother and son is a special one, and they had an unbreakable bond built on
their love for God and for one another. They also shared a passion for the
game of basketball, a game that would provide the two of them many unique
moments and milestones, side by side. 

She was most proud of one special moment they shared that outshines all the
others. On May 5, 2012, Pat and Tyler were baptized together. On this day,
they decided together to go public with their faith and professed their love for
and acceptance of Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. On this day, they
created the ultimate and eternal memory, together. 

 

Pat is survived by her mother, Hazel Albright Head; son, Ross “Tyler” Summitt
(AnDe); sister, Linda; brothers, Tommy (Deloris), Charles (Mitzi) and Kenneth
(Debbie). 

 

A private service and burial for family and friends will be held in Middle
Tennessee. A public service to celebrate her life will take place at Thompson-
Boling Arena, on the campus of the University of Tennessee-Knoxville. Details
for the celebration of life will be shared at a later date. 

 Memorial gifts may be made to The Pat Summitt Foundation by visiting www.p
atsummitt.org/donate . 

 

Austin & Bell Funeral Home in Pleasant View assisted the family with local
arrangements. 615-746-4433
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Von - December 27, 2022 at 08:56 PM

Your physical body may have left us years
ago but your Spirit will forever live on,
"Forever a Lady Vol" ~Coach Summitt

Michele Hurst - January 23, 2019 at 10:07 PM

Michele Hurst lit a candle in memory of Pat
Head Summitt

Heather Butts - January 28, 2017 at 10:31 AM

Heather Butts lit a candle in memory of Pat
Head Summitt
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Heather Butts - January 28, 2017 at 10:38 AM

I think of you every day. I think of the best memories; cause you are the
very best. You have taught me a lot about life and much more. I met
you one time on my birthday @ Tennessee Lady Vols game. You sang
happy birthday to me. I will always thanked you for everything you have
done for women's basketball and much other great achivements. I
personally thank you from the bottom of my heart always. You were
took way too soon from all of us. I'll never forget you. I know someday,
you'll greet all your loved ones and other people with your everlasting
love, hugs, support, and most of all your teaching lessons. See you
again some day, Pat.. I'll always back Pat, Holly, and Tennessee Lady
Vols & Vols 110%.May you rest in peace. No more RA & early onset
Alzehemier's. You're free..

Allen Kirkham - August 30, 2016 at 03:13 PM

Pat you were an amazing lady. You touched so many people that
you probably didnt realize. My family always had to watch the Lady
Vols with Pat Summitt. You won many battles and now your game is
complete. Rest now and enjoy the beauty that beholds you. We love
you Pat Summitt. 

  
Allen Kirkham 

 Portland Tn

Laura Tieffel - July 16, 2016 at 01:47 PM

R.I.P Coach! You were the best of the best.
What took your mind, could never take your
spirit or your heart. We Vols fans love you and
will miss you deeply! Go Big O!
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sandra d suter - July 05, 2016 at 01:56 PM

Sandra D Suter lit a candle in memory of Pat
Head Summitt

wanda johnson - July 03, 2016 at 04:29 PM

Wanda Johnson lit a candle in memory of Pat
Head Summitt

shirley lampley - July 02, 2016 at 08:42 PM

Shirley Lampley lit a candle in memory of Pat
Head Summitt

Michelle Lavallee - July 02, 2016 at 04:35 PM

Michelle Lavallee lit a candle in memory of
Pat Head Summitt
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Linda F Mosier - July 02, 2016 at 11:56 AM

Well done good and faithful servant! RIP in
heaven with our Lord! Wow Pat what voyage
you had in this life! God is Good! Prayers and
hugs for the family.

Nancy Lewis - July 02, 2016 at 09:01 AM

Never to be forgotten! You have won the
ultimate victory!

Claudia Jackson - July 02, 2016 at 08:03 AM

Going to miss you, you lived your life to the fullest you did what no
one ever has done job well done

Claudia Jackson - July 02, 2016 at 08:00 AM

Claudia Jackson lit a candle in memory of Pat
Head Summitt
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The Gupton Family - July 01, 2016 at 09:05 PM

The Gupton Family lit a candle in memory of
Pat Head Summitt

Becky Tinch - July 01, 2016 at 09:04 PM

Ms Dot Fiser is happier with Coach Pat in Heaven. Best coach ever.

Dottie Capps - July 01, 2016 at 08:10 PM

Dottie Capps lit a candle in memory of Pat
Head Summitt

Marianne Isbell - July 01, 2016 at 08:02 PM

Marianne Isbell lit a candle in memory of Pat
Head Summitt

Ashley freels - July 01, 2016 at 07:28 PM

Praying for her family God bless all of you



JC

Mindy Carter - July 01, 2016 at 05:38 PM

Mindy Carter lit a candle in memory of Pat
Head Summitt

Judy Cox - July 01, 2016 at 02:25 PM

God Bless the Pat Summitt family...Prayers for all of you...RIP
Coach!!!!!!


